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Biography
Professor Joseph Lau: IHPBA President 2002-2004
Professor Lau Wan Yee Joseph became President Elect of
the International HepatoPancreatoBiliary Association in
2000 and took over as President from Professor James
Toouli at the 5th World Congress in Tokyo in April 2002.
Joseph Lau is currently Professor and Chief of the Division
of HPB Surgery at the Prince of Wales Hospital and the
Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shatin, Hong Kong
SAR, China. He is a consultant surgeon to the United
Christian Hospital and the Alice Ho Miu Ling Nethersole
Hospital, as well as the Prince of Wales Hospital. He is the
first IHPBA President from Asia, following doctors from
the USA, UK, Netherlands and Australia in this office.
Professor Lau graduated from the University of Hong
Kong in 1972. He then worked in a succession of ‘royal’
hospitals – Queen Mary, Queen Elizabeth, Princess
Margaret, Prince of Wales – throughout the old British
colony and (perhaps appropriately) spent one year of his
training in the United Kingdom itself, during 1979–80. He
became a consultant surgeon in 1988 and joined the
Department of Surgery at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong in 1989, where he was successively Senior Lecturer
(1989), Reader (1992) and Professor (1993). Between
August 1996 and March 2001 he served as Chairman of the
Department.
Former Members of the old World Association of HPB
Surgery will remember the excellent World Congress held
in Hong Kong in 1992, which was organised by Professor
Arthur Li together with Joseph and his colleagues in the
Department of Surgery of the Chinese University. The fol-
lowing year it was the turn of the old International Biliary
Association to visit Hong Kong for a Congress organised by
Professor John Wong and colleagues at the University of
Hong Kong. These back-to-back meetings in Hong Kong
helped to catalyse the merger between the WAHPBS and
the IBA (or IHBPA) to form our new Association in
1994.
Joseph Lau has long been active on the surgical scene,
both locally and at the international level. He holds several
key position in government and professional organisations.
He is on the editorial board of 15 international journals and
has been a strong supporter of our own journal since its
inception. He belongs to 15 international and 10 local sur-
gical societies. He has won many scholarships and awards.
He has been Visiting Professor at a number of universities
in China – Guangzhou, Beijing, Shanghai, Foshan, Wuhan
– and also further afield in Singapore, Philippines, India,
Australia, South Africa, Sweden and Denmark. He has
written extensively, with over 250 papers in peer-reviewed
international journals plus 22 books or chapters. He is also
in frequent demand as a lecturer to societies and medical
colleges throughout the world.
The IHPBA can surely look forward to continuing suc-
cess over the next two years under the skilled guidance and
calm diplomacy of Professor Joseph Lau.
Robin Williamson
Editor
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